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 Whatôs Happening? 

The Canadian Economic Recovery Benefit was an essential tool to help everyone in low income and unstable 
work. Low income families, Indigenous and other racialized communities as well as disabled and gendered (and 
all the potential intersectionality of these categories) were already facing social, cultural and economic hard times.  
However, the government is now insisting that people who applied but did not qualify pay it back.  Seniors on the 
Guaranteed Income Supplement are seeing their monthly income clawed back.  

Why is this Happening?

Due to the necessary emergency roll out of the CERB program, there was confusion about who was eligible and 
who was not.  Also, many of provincial social programs faced pressure to apply for CERB and go off provincial 
support.  The fact that CERB offered more than twice of Manitobaôs just over $800/month EIA benefit undoubtedly 
played a role.  It is hardly surprising that someone barely getting by before the pandemic would apply for more 
especially given how many more expenses the pandemic created.  More than 400,000 CERB recipients are living 
below the poverty line.

However, as the initial crisis slowed, people found through no fault of their own that they did not in fact qualify.  
Campaign 2000 along with community serving organizations across the country understood that too many would 
find themselves in trouble at tax time.  The current government has stipulated that repayment installments can be 
very small however on an average CERB debt of $14,000 at $25 per month, it will take over 40 years to repay.  
And while that $25 may seem small, for people returning to inadequate provincial and federal social supports, it is 
a lot to lose.  Campaign 2000 is calling for an income tested CERB Repayment Amnesty for everyone living below 
the poverty line.

Questions to Ask

•Will your party implement an income tested CERB Amnesty?
•How will your party work with provinces/territories to ensure if a federal amnesty is granted, they will not
claw back any provincial benefits?
•What plan of action does your party have in place to support low-income families and racialized Canadians
still facing barriers as Canada enters the 4th wave of the pandemic?

Not Sure Who to Vote For Overall?  Why not check out CBC’s Vote Compass to take a quick survey 
to help figure out which party best represents your priorities?
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