
Questions for your candidate:
•	 How	are	you	proposing	to	raise	the	

necessary	income	to	better	meet	the	
City	Charter	responsibilities?

•	 Would	you	support	a	7.33%	property	
tax	increase	if	there	was	a	refund	built	
in	for	low-income	homeowners?		If	
not,	why	not?

•	 Would	you	support	instituting	an	
impact	fee	so	that	the	City	can	afford	
to	provide	sewer	etc...	services	to	new	
developments	and	curb	sprawl?

There are alternatives.  Budgets are about choices. 
See the Alternative Municipal Budget at policyalternatives.ca
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If	the	City	is	going	to	get	serious	about	confronting	the	challenges	
it	faces	both	a	new	financial	strategy	and	a	new	policy	approach	are	
required.		The	provincial	government	has	not	helped	given	its	cuts	
to	financial	support	and	leaving	federal	infrastructure	money	on	the	
table.		The	City	starved	itself	through	a	14-year	tax	freeze	between	
1998-2012.		Since	2012	almost	all	new	property	tax	revenue	has	
gone	to	roads	and	policing,	leaving	programming	and	other	
infrastructure	to	deteriorate.	

The Alternative Municipal Budget proposes:
• Increase property taxes by 7.33% to offset the effects of the 14 year 

tax freeze with a refund for low-income homeowners for an additional 
$32.64 million in revenue

• Institute an impact fee on new developments with the stipulation that 
revenue raised be earmarked for development costs for an additional 
$17.06 million in revenue

• Institute a commuter charge so that people who live outside the 
perimeter but travel into Winnipeg for work or recreation are 
contributing to the upkeep of City infrastructure and services for an 
additional $22.2 million in revenue

• Institute a surface parking space levy to both encourage owners to 
consider converting these properties into something more useful such 
as housing or retail and for an estimated additional  $17 million in 
revenue

• Institute a digital platform fee to level the playing field between 
traditional businesses and the new sharing economy such as Airbnb and 
Vrbo and for an additional $1.68 million in revenue.


